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At the birth of the Czech Republic the Czechs them-
selves had only a vague conception of their future political
life. Most of diem had declared themselves satisfied with
autonomy and it was .only during the last years of the
dual Monarchy that the desire for complete political inde-
pendence came to fruition. The Emperor Charles, the
last Hapsburg, had wished to grant far-reaching privileges
to the minorities under his rule, but it was too late.
Political independence was on the march in the Succession
States. The Hapsburgs had never understood the men-
tality of the many nations they ruled. The Emperor Franz
Joseph, the 'most capable ruler of the last century',
moved, only gradually away from the Austrian Dualism
and thereby dug the grave of his own dynasty. His pre-
decessor, the Emperor Joseph the Second, had obtained
in Prague some insight into the mentality of the Czech
people and had tried to understand it. The Czechs, how-
ever, had behind them the memory of their own Royal
House, of which Georg Podjebrad was an outstanding
member.

The cultural stagnation to which the Czechs had been
condemned for nearly three hundred years, had depressed
them into a nation which, although it lived on its own
soil, had so few rights that it could make no progress
economically. Not until the middle of the last century
did the standard of living of the Czechs begin to improve
through the systematic industrialisation of Bohemia*
The Czechs then began to occupy an important economic
position. They only obtained real leadership in economic
however, after the War. In the twenty years of their